




Who am I?

3rd time nonprofit Executive Director

Over a decade of experience in nonprofit management

Start up phase to 100-year-old organization

I teach Board Governance

I love Finance & Spreadsheets

Web development and basic graphic design

Forklift License



Nonprofit Finance

OPERATING COSTS RESERVE FUND LONG-TERM 
SUSTAINABILITY



What is an endowment?

A pool of money (asset) which is invested to generate interest. 

Nonprofits receive a portion of those earnings each year to add to their 
income for programs and operations. 

Earnings above annual distribution stay in the fund to help it grow, so that it 
can give out more money the next year (to keep up with inflation).

The corpus or principal amount isn’t ever spent out. It exists into perpetuity 
– forever, so that the nonprofit will always get income from it.





Benefits of 
having an 
endowment:

Ongoing source of income

Relieves pressure on annual 
fundraising

Enhances stability and prestige

Another option for donors –
Legacy Giving, other assets





Quasi – Endowed: can 
request additional grants



We Are A 
501(c)3 
Nonprofit



started the 
first community Foundation is 
1914

VIDEO

https://www.clevelandfoundation100.org/foundation-of-change/invention/goffs-vision/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cognB4M_Rtw&feature=emb_logo




Governed by CSCF Investment Policy

Hire investment managers 

CSCF Investment Committee Reviews Quarterly Performance

Support Fee of 1.25%

Scheffe Matching Funds of $5,000 available

Minimum to start a named fund = $10,000



Helping accomplish 
your mission forever 
into perpetuity.

Ongoing source of 
income.

Strong investment 
management 
specializing in long-
term 

Fund Management 
Services –
facilitation of gifts 
of other assets

Donor confidence, 
building pipeline for 
future gifts 
(Planned Giving)

Protection of 
endowment held at 
separate 
organization

Training 
opportunities

Grants from CSCF 
other funds: annual 
grant cycle, DAF’s



Things to 
Consider 
before 
starting an 
Endowment:

Do you have enough in an operating reserve?

Do you have any Capital needs coming up in 
the next 3 to 5 yrs?

What is the Board’s comfort level with risk vs 
return?

Do you have a documented Investment 
Policy?
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